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Play Space at MRA 

Play Space exemplifies MRA’s belief in and commitment to authentic Project Based Learning.  The idea 

was formulated in 2014 after the school spent its initial years trying to raise money for a playground 

with limited vision.  In reality, the playground, or play space, at MRA belongs to the students.  Therefore, 

in a PBL school the students should be in charge of the project. 

Play, Learn, and Grow - Renovating the MRA Play Space 

Essential Question: 

• How can we improve our school playground environment?

Driving Question: 

• How can we create a playground at MRA that fits our mission and our vision?

During the 2014-15 School year each level of student were assigned jobs to get the Play Space design 

started. 

Trillium and Huckleberries were the Dreamers: How can we, as dreamers, imagine a playground that 

meets the needs of all students K-8?  They spent the first two months of the year brainstorming and 

drawing ideas and visions. 

Clarkia then took over the project as the Realists: How can Clarkia students use the ideas given to us by 

the Trillium and Huckleberry to design and map the layout of our playground?  They narrowed down the 

possibilities and came up with several viable designs 

Alders were given the Clarkia designs and became the Architects: How do we take our Play Space ideas 

and draw them to scale to fit our existing school grounds?  The created models of all of the ideas for the 

Cedars to then share with the MRA Board. 

Cedars were the Supervisors: How can we take the models given to us by the Alders to build a 

playground at MRA that fits our mission and our vision?  The Cedars reported on the progress of the Play 

Space, presented ideas to the district board, learned about grant money, and discovered issues of 

permitting and blue prints. 
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Over the summer of 2015 the school used a portion of the money the students raised with our annual 

jogathon to build the top two projects, as voted by the kids:  The pirate ship, a labyrinth, and the 

renovation of the soccer field with new nets. 

During the 2015-16 school year the students made additional money for the Play Space with the 

jogathon. Each age groups was delegated space to work on based on the previous years models and 

decisions: 

Trillium: Took on the space behind their classroom.  The created a butterfly garden with the help of the 

Cedars and came up with plans for moving forward. 

Huckleberry: Maintained the labyrinth and planted more foliage around it. 

Clarkia: Added workout stations to the existing path. 

Alders: Worked on ideas for the area behind the modular and came up with plans for moving forward 

Cedars: Worked on ideas for the obstacle course and created a path to join their classrooms. 

2016-2017 

Each age group was assigned the following: 

Trillium: Maintained the play area behind their classroom.  

Huckleberry: Continued to maintain the labyrinth, took over the Bee Sanctuary and planted a pollinator 

garden.  

Clarkia: Continued to maintain the path and work out stations.  

Alders: Continued with and completed the mural on the modular and built benches for the labyrinth. 

Cedars: Designed and planned the Hobbit House/Slide Hill  

2017-2018 

Each age group will be assigned the following: 

Trillium: Explore and possibly build a chicken coop. 

Huckleberry: Maintain the labyrinth and Bee Sanctuary 

Clarkia: Path, playground placement and workout station maintenance 

Alders and Cedars will maintain the areas around the modular and Quonset Hut, and will partner with a 

younger class. 
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2018-2019:  

Each age group worked to maintain what we have. The Jogathon raised money to build tree houses over 

the summer of 2019.  

2019-2020 – To be determined 

How to Start: 

1. First PlaySpace

Introduce it to your kids. Remind them that they are in charge. Determine your driving question. 

It is helpful to break your students into groups with a specific purpose. 

Example: For the Huckleberries: maybe one group could focus on the types of succulents to buy, one 

could focus on designs of benches, one on plants that attract bees, one that makes bee drinking stations 

(dishes with marbles and water), etc. Then if possible find a Cedar student or parent helper to help lead 

those groups and support them. 

2. Second Play Space (and maybe third):

Brainstorm as a group how you are going to achieve your goal/driving question. 

Determine how we should make sure everyone knows what everyone else is doing. Take pictures? 

Report to each other? Report to the parents and community?  Have one group of MRA kids be in charge 

of this?  

Please make sure you follow through with your projects and think sustainability. Will you need help? 

Who will water during the summer if needed? What maintenance will it need? 

Bottom line - Get yourself organized 


