
Dear Families, 
 
We are doing it.  We are getting through this terribly difficult time by supporting, encouraging and caring for each other.  We are all 
blessed to be a part of MRA, now more than ever. Our teachers are finding a rhythm in their schedules and their lessons, and nearly all 
of our students are getting into their classrooms weekly.  We’ve still got several weeks to go, and some classes will make necessary ad-
justments in lessons and in routine, and your teachers and I will do everything we can to maintain our communications with you and 
your students.  Please reach out to us if you need any support.  Remember our counselor, Kevin Farris, is also available to check in with 
you and your children. 
 
Thank you to those of you who were able to complete our Family Needs Assessment Survey.  We will be taking the following action 
next week in response to the survey, and to reach out to families who haven’t yet connected to MRA distance learning: 
 If you indicated that you would like help supporting your student/s emotionally we will be reaching out to you and your student to 

offer that support through our counselor.   
 A few people indicated technical difficulties.  We will be reaching out to you next week as well to provide you with some tech sup-

port. 
 Many families did not complete the survey.  You will be getting a call next week just to check in and see if you need anything more 

from us. 
 Several families are struggling with sticking to a school schedule.  This is a tough one.  All of you have different needs in your 

households. Variables include work schedules, computer and internet availability, time, etc.  Please reach out to your teachers or to 
me individually if you would like help.   

Teacher supports already in place include: 
 All teachers are posting either a daily schedule or sharing the daily schedule in their morning meetings.   
 Assignment and lessons are all posted in their classrooms and on the student’s Google Calendar.  This helps with due dates. 
 Morning meetings are consistent M-F: 
 Trillium—8:30 a.m. 
 Huckleberry—9:00 a.m. 
 Clarkia—8:00 a.m. 
 Alders—9:30 a.m. 
 Cedars—10:00 a.m. 
 Alders and Cedars parents are now connected to your students grades in Google Classrooms.  You should all be getting a weekly 

email summary of work completed or not completed. 
Suggestions for home: 
 Create a daily schedule that works for your family and post it—on the refrigerator, on a white board, ….  Your schedule might be 

school work in the evenings rather than the day.  That’s okay. 
 Make sure your child/children have a consistent place to work.  The kitchen table, a small desk, the coffee table—whatever you 

have and whatever works for them. 
 Don’t try to do everything, relax. 

From the Executive Director 
2019—2020  MRA Essent ia l  Ques t ion :    
“How do  I  impa c t  my  c u l t u r e  and  en v i r onmen t  and  h ow do  my  c u l t u r e  and  en v i r onmen t  
impa c t  me?”  
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Molalla River Academy Mission Statement 
“To guide students in becoming responsible lifelong learners and compassionate community members through 

interdisciplinary studies in the arts and sciences within a safe and nurturing environment.” 
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 We will also be calling and families who either haven’t yet connected with their 
teacher online, or have only attended a couple of times.  Our goal is again to sup-
port you in whatever way we can. 

 
 
A couple of updates for everyone: 
 
Grades: 
As mentioned above, our Cedars and Alders parents are now connected to Google 
Classrooms in order to receive weekly updates on student work.  We will be using this 
format instead of Jupiter for this year only, with the exception of e-portfolios for Ce-
dars. Those scores will continue to be posted in Jupiter.  You will notice that scores in 
Google are more traditional, and not skill based.  In our brick and mortar school, MRA 
assesses students by mastery of skills.  This isn’t an option in Google Classrooms.  We 
are hoping to connect Clarkia parents in the near future.   
 
Independent Projects: 
Our students in grade 3-8 will have the opportunity to continue with their independent projects (IPs).  Alders and Cedars are already 
moving forward with IP’s, Clarkia will be discussing IP’s before May.  These will be optional, so please let your student know they do not 
have to add this on top of everything else if it is an extra stress for them or your family.  We will not be asking our Trillium or Huckleber-
ry students to do any this year.  If they have an idea for an IP already, encourage them to hang on to it for next year! 
 
From Last Week: 
 
Continue to Celebrate MRA Learning 
It’s extremely important to recognize all of the good that is coming out of this experience.  Your children may not be in the classroom 
doing their usual MRA school work every day from 8:00 to 3:00, but they are learning and we have much to celebrate.  Some of the learn-
ing taking place already includes: 
 Empathy 
 Creative play 
 Journal writing 
 Community, National and Global awareness 
 Organizational tools  
 Gardening—at MRA and at home 
 Self-motivation 
 Appreciation 
 Computer skills 
 Increased self esteem from being in front of a camera 
 Patience 
 Generosity 
 And many more lifelong learning skills 
 
Encouragement and a Growth Mindset 
Please tell your students what we are telling them: 
 Do your best work.  Your teachers know you and know how capable you are. 
 You can do this, let’s have a growth mindset together 
 Get into a daily routine, start easy and then add to it when and if you're able 
 Establish a regular place and space to study/work 
 Get outside—check out the PE and Music lessons and use those to help you figure out what to do 
 Slow down and be together as a family—take a walk, read, play a game, plant a garden, look at the clouds, cook a meal, make up sto-

ries, put on a play, sing, make music, create a workout routine, ... 
 
Big Questions Parents Are Asking: 
1. Will my child be held behind a grade if they don’t get all of the work done this year?   
No, student retention occurs very rarely, and definitely will not happen due to Covid 19.  He/She will move on to the next grade. 
 
2. Will my child enter next year way behind academically? 

Have Questions? Email: 
 

 Executive Director Shelley Urben at 
surben@mra-k8.com 

 Office Manager Tammy Niederhaus at 
tniederhaus@mra-k8.com or info@mra-
k8.com 

 Boosters Chair K’yla Djoseland at mra-
boosters@mra-k8.com 

 Parent Connection Chair  Elaine Line at 
parentconnection@mra-k8.com 

 MRA Board Chair Lyndi Laib at 
llaib@mra-k8.com 
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When Covid 19 hit and schools were closed, we were nearly three-fourths of the way through our curriculum and skills.  Our students are 
in a very good place.  Additionally, at MRA our staff is prepared to fully assess student academic progress when we return to our regular, 
brick and mortar classrooms.  We will use our resources to bolster skills and work with families to ensure that students get what they need 
to be successful. 
 
3. Will we lose our place at MRA if we aren’t able to fully participate in online learning? 
No, we encourage you to check in with your teacher weekly at a minimum. We will be reaching out to any family/student who doesn’t 
meet the weekly minimum to first and foremost check on your well-being.  If you continue to be absent, we will call to see how you are, 
and to make sure you still want your place at MRA. 
 
4. I’m struggling\my student is struggling with the technology of online learning, can I get help? 
Yes, please contact Shelley Urben at surben@mra-k8.com. 
 
5. I’m\We are struggling emotionally. This is hard and we need support. What can I do? 
Please complete the survey sent out by our counselor, Kevin Farris.  Or, please contact Shelley Urben at surben@mra-k8.com and we will 
do all we can to provide you with the emotional support you need. 
 
 
Other Information: 
 
Plant Sale 
We have decided to continue with our spring plant fundraiser, see the attached flyer/order form.  Many of us are using this time at home 
to plant vegetables and flowers, and to work in our gardens with our children.  This fundraiser brings in some needed funds to help sup-
port the MRA garden and will allow you to order your flowers and vegetables without going out into any large public venues.  New Leaf 
Greenhouse is a local nursery out of Cornelius, Oregon and they provide excellent plants. 

 
Orders must be returned to the MRA office by Friday, April 24th at 4:00.  Because of the short window for ordering we ask that you pay 
cash, check or credit card for your order. If you would like to order but can't get to the office to pay by next Friday, please let me know 
and I will work with you to arrange payment. 
 
Plants will be available for pick up at MRA on May 6th. If you need them delivered to you, we will make arrangements.  If you want to see 
the plants, go to the New Leaf Facebook Page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/New-Leaf-Greenhouse-Plant-Fundraising-849111261893169/?ref=bookmarks ;  
https://newleafgreenhouse.com/new-leaf-fundraising-program/ 
 
The MRA garden is also selling starts this week in the MRA parking lot. See the attached flyer for details 
 
Online Auction  
We have decide to hold our auction online this year from May 17th to May 23rd.  Please stay tuned for more information. 
 
MRA Yearbook—We Need Photos!  Great Family Activity Opportunity 
Please help us create a yearbook that celebrates our year, and commemorates this unprecedented time in history.  We are asking families/
students to submit photos of you doing something outside or creating something.  We are also running a yearbook cover page contest.  
See the attached flyer.  Photos for the yearbook and for the contest can be emailed to Kevin Mahr at kmahr@mra-k8.com. 
 
Book Fair Link:  https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=molallariveracademy  
 
 
Attached: 
Roots Market Sale Flyer 
Yearbook Contest Flyer 
Plant Order form  
 
 
 

Nondiscrimination / Americans with Disabilities Statement  
It is the policy of the Molalla River Academy that no discrimination or harassment on the grounds of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital 
status, veterans' status, genetic information, or disability shall occur if the employee with or without reasonable accommodation, is able to perform the essential functions of 
the position.  These protections apply to students, employees, and other members of the public.   Molalla River Academy is committed to equal access and equal opportuni-
ty in all activities/services, educational programs, and employment.  Persons having questions regarding equal opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Title 

IX Coordinator,  Shelley Urben at surben@mra-k8.com or 503-829-6672.  
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TRAY PACK ANNUAL FLOWER 
 
Full Flat, 36 Plants                             Half Flat, 18 Plants 
$21.50                          $10.75 
 
_______      Alyssum, White                               ________ 
_______      Cosmos, Mix                           ________  
_______      Dahlia, Dwarf Mix                         ________ 
_______      Fibrous Begonia, Mix                    ________ 
_______      Impatiens, Mix                              ________ 
_______      Lobelia, Upright                 ________ 
_______      Lobelia, Trailing              ________ 
_______      Marigold, Dwarf Mix                         ________ 
_______      Marigold, Dwarf Yellow                ________ 
_______      Pansy, Large flower Mix             ________ 
_______      Petunia, Grandiflora Mix                  ________ 
_______      Salvia, Victoria Blue                         ________ 
_______      Snapdragons, Rocket Mix                ________ 
_______      Verbena, Dwarf Mix       ________ 
 
_________Total full flats    Total 1/2 flats        ________      
 
 
TRAY UNIQUE ANNUAL SAMPLER  
 
Full Flat, 32 plants                                  Half Flat, 16 plants 
$24.50        $12.25 
 
________   “Unique Annuals Sampler”             ________           
 
TRAY ORGANIC VEGGIE SAMPLERS  
 
Full Flat, 32 plants                                  Half Flat, 16 plants 
$26.80                                                                    $13.40 
 
_______ “ Eat Your Veggies”  Sampler              _______ 
_______ “ Beautiful Salad”  Sampler            _______                 
  
ASSORTED 4”pot SAMPLERS  
     
Full Flat, 16 Plants                                   Half Flat, 8 plants 
 
$43.00      ORGANIC HERB SAMPLER            $21.50                                              
_______    “Herb” Sampler                                    ______                                       
 
$37.50      ORGANIC 4” VEGGIE SAMPLER    $18.75 
_______   “ Garden Bounty” Sampler                   _______     
_______   “ Heirloom Tomato” Assortment           _______ 
 
$44.00      PERENNIAL SAMPLERS                  $22.00 
______      “ Sunny Perennial” Sampler            ________ 
______      “ Shady Perennial” Sampler              ________ 
______      “ Cutting Garden” Sampler                ________ 
______      “ Ground Cover”  Sampler             ________                                  
              
$56.00   SPECIALTY ANNUAL SAMPLERS   $28.00 
_______    “ Hanging Basket” Sampler               _______ 
_______    “ Pretty For Pots” Sampler                 _______ 
_______    “ Foliage Accents” Sampler               _______ 
 
ZONAL GERANIUMS  variety is  Elanos 
 
$3.75  each – 4” Pot    
         
_____    Red 
_____    Rose (light pink) 
_____    Salmon  
_____    Violet (shocking pink) 
_____    White 
 
________Total number of  Geraniums  
 
 

2020 Spring Plant Sale 
 
CUSTOMER   _________________________________ 
 
CUSTOMER EMAIL ____________________________ 
 
CUSTOMER TELEPHONE _______________________ 

ORDER TAKEN BY  ____________________________ 

     CHECK ________               CASH  ___________ 

_____________________________________________ 
 
PLANTERS AND HANGING BASKETS 
 
 Flower Filled  Planters – plastic containers 
 
______  8” Upright Sun Planter       $11.50   ________ 
______12” Round  Sun Planter       $24.50   ________ 
______12” Round  Shade Plant      $24.50   ________ 
______16" Oval Sun  Planter          $24.00   ________ 
______16" Oval Shade Planter       $24.00   ________ 
 
_______ Total  Planters                        $__________  
   
Hanging Baskets – plastic pot w/ hanger 
 
______12"   Sun Basket                  $27.00   ________ 
______12"   Shade Basket              $27.00   ________ 
 
______ Total Hanging Baskets             $__________ 
 
 
                  Subtotal Worksheet for Flats 
 
TRAY Annual Flower Flats 
_______Full Flats, 36 plants @ $21.50    __________ 
_______Half Flats, 18 plants @$ 10.75    __________ 
 
TRAY Unique Annual  Sampler Flats 
_______Full flats, 32 plants @ $24.50     __________ 
_______Half Flats, 16 plants @ 12.25     __________ 
 
TRAY Organic Veggie Sampler Flats 
_______Full Flats, 32 plants @ 26.80      __________ 
_______Half Flats, 16 plants @$ 13.40    __________ 
  
Organic Herb Sampler Flats 
_______Full flats, 16 plants @ $43.00     __________  
_______Half flats,   8 plants @ $21.50     __________ 
 
Organic Vegetable  Sampler Flats 
_______ Full flats, 16 plants  @ $37.50   __________ 
_______ Half flats,  8 plants @  $18.75    __________ 
 
Perennial Sampler Flats 
_______ Full flats, 16 plants @ $44.00    __________  
_______ Half flats,   8 plants @ $22.00    __________ 
 
Specialty Annual Sampler Flats 
_______ Full Flats, 16 plants @ $56.00   __________ 
_______ Half Flats,  8 plants  @ $28.00  __________ 
  
_______    Geraniums @ $ 3.75              __________ 
 
_______    Total Planters                  __________ 
 
_______    Total Hanging Baskets         __________ 
 
       TOTAL  DUE ALL ITEMS  $     ______________   



                 2020  PLANT  VARIETY  INFORMATION             
 
Alyssum:   4" tall, fragrant white edging for borders or patio pots.  Sun or shade.  Likes consistent moisture. 
Cosmos Mix:  24”- 30” tall for full sun.  Pink, white, rose and magenta mixed.  Full sun. 
Dahlia, Dwarf Mix:  12” tall, full sun.  A mixture of cheery colors for planters or beds.  Full sun. 
Fibrous Begonia Mix: 10” tall; pink, white, and red.  Plant in light shade or sun; in pots or borders. 
Impatiens Mix:  10” tall, colorful mixed colors for shade or morning sun; grow in rich, moist soil. 
Lobelia Upright:  Blue-purple bloom with compact foliage, upright form for pots or beds.  Sun or shade. 
Lobelia Trailing:  Trailing brilliant blue for hanging baskets and rock walls.  Sun or shade. 
Marigold Dwarf Mix:  12" tall; yellow, orange, and rust blooms for sun.  Great for patio pots!  Full sun. 
Marigold Dwarf Yellow:  12” tall, with clear yellow flowers.  Plant in patio pots and flowerbeds.  Full sun. 
Pansy Mix:  8" tall plants, with bright colored blooms for sun or partial shade.  Water deeply in hot weather. 
Petunia Mix: 10" tall spreading, for sun.  Pinch in early August for compact plants and fall flowers. 
Salvia Victoria Blue:   16” tall blue spikes for dried and fresh bouquets, handsome behind petunias or dwarf marigolds. 
Snapdragon Tall Mix: 18” - 24” tall spikes in assorted colors for cutting, trim back and fertilize for a second flowering. 
Verbena Dwarf Mix: 10" tall, colorful mix.  Perfect in window boxes, borders, or hanging baskets.  Loves sun! 
 
                                                                               SAMPLER ASSORTMENTS 
Unique Annual Tray Flowers: Four varieties.  May contain Ageratum, Annual Chrysanthemum, Dianthus, Gaillardia, Annual Iberis, 
Mimulus, Nicotinia, Annual Phlox, or other interesting and floriferous annuals. 
Tray Organic  “Eat Your Veggies” Sampler – Four veggies- broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, and Walla Walla sweet onions. 
Tray Organic “Beautiful Salads” Sampler – Four salad ingredients - leaf lettuce, butterhead lettuce, kale and swiss chard. 
Organic Herb Sampler: Eight popular herbs.  May contain Basil, Chives, Lavender, Marjoram, Mint, Oregano, Parsley, 
 Rosemary, Sage, Thyme. 
Organic “Garden Bounty” Sampler: Each full sampler contains six hybrid slicing tomatoes, two cherry tomatoes, four sweet bell 
peppers,  two slicing cucumbers, and two zucchini plants. 
Organic “Heirloom Tomato” Sampler: Contains eight unusual varieties of tomatoes may contain Black Cherry, Brandywine, 
Cherokee Purple, Green Zebra, Juane Flame, and Japanese Black Trifele, Moskovich, San Maranzo. 
Perennial Samplers: Eight perennial varieties (16 pots, 2 each) in a full flat sampler    
   Sunny Perennial Sampler: Eight perennial varieties for the sunny border.  May contain Salvia, Caryopteris, Penstemon, 
Agastache, Perennial Verbena, Mondarda, Oriental Poppy, Gaillardia,  or others. 
   Shady Perennial Sampler: Eight perennial varieties for the shady border.  May contain Bergenia, Nepeta, Fuchsia, Ajuga, 
Heuchera, Lamium, Phygelius, Lysimachia, or others. 
   Cutting Garden Sampler:  Eight perennial varieties for cutting and arranging. May contain Campanula, Salvia, Delphinium, 
Shasta Daisy, Veronica, Phlox, Dianthus Crocosmia, or others. 
   Ground Cover Sampler: Eight perennial varieties for ground cover.  May contain Ajuga, Arenaria, Armeria, Sempervivum, 
Leptinella, Saginella, Sedum, species geranium, or others. 
Specialty Annual Samplers:  Four premium annual varieties (16 pots, 4 each) in a full flat sampler for spectacular  pots and 
baskets. 
  Hanging Basket Sampler: Brachyscome Amethyst, Petunia Colorblitz Ocean Blue, Scaevola Bondi White, Bidens Sunbeam. 
  Pretty for Pots Sampler: Angelonia Raspberry, Calibrachoa Light Pink, Verbena Firehouse Purple, Osteospermum Purple.                                                        
  Foliage Accent Sampler: Coleus Florida Rose, Althernanther Red Threads, Iresince Blazing Lime, Impatiens Cosmic Burgundy. 
 

PATIO PLANTERS AND HANGING BASKETS 
Patio Pots for Sun may contain lobelia, alyssum, marigolds, petunias, phlox, geraniums, pansies, or other sunloving plants. 
Patio Pots for Shade may contain lobelia, alyssum, fuchsias, impatiens, coleus, begonias, or other plants for shade. 
Hanging Baskets for Sun may contain trailing petunias and verbenas, calibrachoas, lobelia, or other novelty plants. 
Hanging Baskets for Shade may contain fuchsias, diascias, coleus, lobelia, impatiens or New Guinea impatiens,  lamium or other 
interesting plants suitable for shade hanging baskets. 
 

ALL FUNDRAISER PLANTS ARE GUARANTEED  
                                          DISSATISIFACTION  MUST BE REPORTED TO YOUR FUNDRAISER CHAIR WITHIN 48 HOURS. 
 

If you would like to exchange your plants or wish a cash refund, you have 48 hours to notify your fundraiser chair and request 
exchange or refund.  After 48 hours, we consider that conditions beyond our control may have affected the plants.  

                   
                You can view our many fundraiser plants at our website:  www.newleafgreenhouse.com 
                                                     and on our Face Book page: New Leaf Greenhouse 
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