
Welcome back.  I fully recognize that this summer has been difficult on all of us. I 
want to assure you all that the planning team and I worked thoughtfully, with the 
mission and vision of MRA in mind, throughout the summer to create first a hybrid 
and now an online school for our staff and students that is achievable and meets our 
high MRA standards.. And now that we are here, the staff and I are ready to meet the 
challenges of this school year head on.  We had a very productive ‘retreat’ on August 
27th and 28th.  We were able to reconnect with each other, discuss the importance of 
taking care of ourselves so that we can take care of your children, and the teachers 
had the chance to begin setting up their virtual classrooms.  And as we push forward, 
we will continue to keep our mission and vision at the forefront of every decision we 
make, every learning experience we provide, and every path we follow.  Although this 
year will look different, we will still be striving to provide your children with a quality 
program and a quality education that is doable for you and  your family.. 
 
A quality program and a quality education excites and challenges students.  At MRA 
our mission is to guide students in becoming life longer learners and compassionate 
community members.  This means that at every grade level they should not only be 
learning academics, but they should also be learning cooperation, collaboration, criti-
cal thinking, problem solving, and so on.  They should be asking questions and seek-
ing answers.  A quality education encourages (continued on page 11)                      
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August 2020 

 August 31st to September 4th, 
MRA Staff Onsite, Virtual 
Parent Class Meetings 

 September 8th, First Day of 
CDL School 

 September 15th, 6:30 p.m. 
Booster Meeting 

 September 22nd, 6:30 p.m. 
MRA Board Meeting 

 
 
All Booster and Board meeting 
links will be posted to the front 
page of the MRA website. 
 
www.molallariveracademy.com 

Molalla River Academy Mission Statement 
“To guide students in becoming responsible lifelong learners and compassionate community members through 

interdisciplinary studies in the arts and sciences within a safe and nurturing environment.” 

Have Questions? 
Office Hours: 

 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Email: 
 

 Executive Director Shelley Urben at 
surben@mra-k8.com 

 Office Manager Dawn Marie Powers at     
        dpowers@mra-k8.com 
 Boosters at mraboosters@mra-k8.com 
 MRA Board at mraboard@mra-k8.com 
 



Teachers will be holding virtual meetings with parents the week of August 31st.  Please look at the MRA website for times 
and dates. The teachers will be sharing and discussing valuable information that will help you connect to what will be hap-
pening at MRA this year and will help you be better informed about our community, each other, and your child’s classrooms. 
As stated in a previous email—we will be teaching by grade level this year rather than in mixed grades, K-8.  This will ease 
the difficulty of planning virtual curriculum for two grade levels for staff during distant learning, and will ease the transition 
to hybrid.  If we are able to open hybrid, we want to minimize the mixing of student cohorts, and teaching by grade level will 
accomplish that goal.   

I will also post a short orientation for new families and another one  video for all families.  And we plan to host several par-
ent education events for you to become accustomed to the curriculum  and the platform we will be using.  

It is important that at least one representative from each family attend the virtual parent night. And I strongly encourage at 
least one member attend a parent education event.   

Thank you, 

Shelley Urben—MRA Executive Director 

 

PARENT NIGHT AND PARENT EDUCATION 

 New to MRA and Have Questions?   
Contact our Booster Chair, Ashley Cooper, at mraboost-
ers@mra-k8.com.  And send a request to join the MRA 
Families Facebook page. 
 
A veteran MRA parent will reach out to each of our new 
families at some point during the first couple of weeks of   
 
 Any Changes? Let Us Know 
Please let Dawn Marie in the office know if any of your in-
formation changes over the summer:  address, phone num-
ber, email address.  We also need to know right away if your 
ability to stay at MRA changes. We have many families on 
the waiting list and need to be able to fill spots if and when 
they open up. 
 
 School Supply Fee—$45.00 
Each family will be billed $45/student for purchasing con-
sumable supplies.  This fee includes all paper, pencils, note-
books, etc. that your student need for at home learning and 
for hybrid learning.  Items not included in this fee are back-
packs, lunch boxes, calculators, water bottles etc.—which 
will only be needed if we transition to hybrid at some point.  
You can drop off payment any time, or wait until you re-
ceive your bill at the end of August. 
 

Page 2                     MRA Newsletter 

MRA TIDBITS 

 MRA Activity Fee—$220.00 
As a charter school, MRA receives 85% of the funding that a 
traditional public school receives. Therefore, in addition to 
the fundraising efforts that take place at MRA to offset those 
costs, specialized program fees are collected to help sustain 
various curriculum programs.  Moneys this year will also help 
cover costs of materials needed for at home hands-on learn-
ing projects.  The activity fee per student is $220 annually. If 
you have questions about this fee, or would like to make pay-
ment arrangements, please contact Jill Fammatre at jfamma-
tre@mra-k8.com.  Bills will come out at the end of August. 
 
Please note that fees are non-refundable. Payments are the 
parents’ responsibility. The fees will be used for activities that 
the law allows - ORS 339.141 (2); ORS 339.147; ORS 339.155 
(4) (5).  
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MRA Core Values 
 
 

 We promote academic excellence through integrated, thematic 
curriculum. 

 We create a safe and comfortable learning environment. 
 We foster a sense of  community. 
 We practice authentic assessment. 
 We create ongoing opportunities in the arts and sciences. 
 We encourage problem solving through hands on experiences. 
 We promote activities and behaviors that develop physical, social 

and emotional wellness. 

Continue to Support MRA Through  
These No-Cost-To-You Fundraisers!! 

 
 

MRA participates in a variety of  fundraisers that are considered no-cost-to-you fundraisers. These 
are opportunities for us to make some money or earn points to purchase school supplies based on 
purchases you already make. 
 
Fundraisers we are a part of  include: 
 Fred Meyers at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards    NPO number 84912 
 Coke at www.mycokerewards.com 
 Escrip at www.escrip.com 
 AmazonSmile  
 Box Tops for Education—sign up online at www.boxtops4education.com and bring your box 

tops in to MRA 
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TRILLIUM 
Welcome to MRA, and welcome to Trillium! I am thrilled to be teaching your children this 
year and getting to know your families. Kindergarten is an important milestone, for both chil-
dren and their families. Starting the year off virtually is not what any of us envisioned, and we 
find ourselves in a position of having to make the best of a very difficult situation. As a teach-
er, there are many aspects of teaching during COVID-19 that are not up to me. But rather 
than focusing on those things, I’m looking forward to what we can do. The MRA community 
will grow and adapt and come out on the other side better for it. Relationships will be built 
and strengthened. Learning will be both playful and rigorous. The growth your children make this year will be incredible. 
And most importantly, kindergarten in Trillium will still be  
magical.  
 
Ms. Shannon 
 
 

FROM YOUR TEACHERS 

HUCKLEBERRY SOUTH—1ST GRADE 
Welcome New South Huckleberry Families! 

As we approach September, I can’t wait to get acquainted with all of you, new families and siblings of students I have had in 
the past. I have spent the summer months soaking in the sunshine, traveling with my husband and helping my adult chil-
dren get settled in their new homes. I’ve enjoyed hours watching my small grandchildren grow and laughed at many of their 
discoveries. Along the way, a team of us have also been planning for our students' return. Soon I will be ready to welcome 
all of your children back to what I know will be a very worthwhile experience of learning. 

For those of you who have not met me, this will be my third year at MRA. Most of my career has been spent teaching in a 1-
2 multi-age class. Having worked with this age for over 25 years, I’ve discovered that my favorite part of this age group is 
the constant sense of wonderment they experience. They can’t help but learn and ask questions! I want this year to be no 
different. I believe that with us working together, the process may look different, but the results can be the same. 

I have always had an open door policy for parents. This year, think of it more as open email. Send me your questions and I 
will do my best to answer them or find someone who can. Having grace for ourselves, children and each other, will go a 
long way as we begin this new system of learning. 

Look at it as an adventure, a new journey creating new pathways in our brain. We all have a lot to learn in the next month. 
I look forward to having each of you partner with me on this journey. 

 

Stay well and find joy in each day,

Dainette Harris 
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HUCKLEBERRY NORTH—2ND GRADE 
Hello MRA! My name is Ms. Fety. This will be my seventh year at MRA and I will be 
teaching second grade. While we will begin virtually, I know that during this unprece-
dented school year we will build a magnificent learning community as we explore new 
concepts and topics.  
 
This summer I learned how to sew more precisely, read a lot, went hiking in the Ore-
gon woods, and played with my puppy, Ziggy. I am so looking forward to hearing 
what the Huckleberries have been up to. Did anyone learn a new skill? Discover a deli-
cious book? Play with any puppies?  
 
Families, thank you in advance for all the support you give your children. It is essential. Huckleberries, I can’t wait to see 
your sweet faces and learn alongside each one of you in just a few weeks! 
 
- Ms. Fety 

FROM YOUR TEACHERS 

NORTH CLARKIA—3RD GRADE 
North Clarkia Families, 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome you all to North Clarkia! I am so excited to start this new year with you as your 3rd grade teacher! 
I hope you have all had a relaxing summer full of sunshine and adventures. This summer I have been enjoying time camping, 
gardening and spending time with my family, but am ready to get back into the swing of things at school.  
 
Many of you know me from my time in Huckleberries where I was lucky enough to work with many of your students. I am 
very grateful to get the opportunity to learn and grow with your students again this school year. As we know, this year will 
look different than what any of us are used to, but we are here to make the best of it. I will be here throughout your student’s 
journey as a third grader with the goal of supporting your students and family as much as possible. I am ready for a success-
ful year and cannot wait for your new Clarkia to join me! 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Aimee Peterson 
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SOUTH CLARKIA—4TH GRADE  
Greetings 4th Grade Clarkia, 
 
What a lot of changes have happened! We still aren’t back in our wonderful classroom! 
We still can’t get up close and personal with our friends! We are starting our year online! 
Above all that, we aren’t mixed with our 3rd grade friends! That is a lot to deal with.   
 
I know these last few months we have seen a lot of changes in our world and our socie-
ty.  Even the way we go to school has now changed.  COVID19 may have changed a 
whole lot of things, but thankfully, there are a lot of things that haven’t changed! We are still Clarkia! We are still MRA! We 
are still curious, inquisitive, and creative! We are still kind, caring, and compassionate! We are still going to do a lot of fun 
things! We are still going to learn and grow and explore.  Before I get into the bio bit let me say how excited I am for this 
school year to begin and I can’t wait to work with all of you! 
 
Just so we all start with the same information, my name is Dante Torgersen, but I go by Mr. Dante. This will be the begin-
ning of my 29th year teaching.  Prior to coming to MRA I taught for 25 years in Estacada covering grades 3 through 8. I was 
drawn to MRA because of their mission and philosophy. Kindness matters, counts, and is expected. MRA embodies the idea 
of making the world what we imagine it to be; Kind; Caring; Compassionate; Fair; and Just.  Joining the staff here has been 
one to the best decisions I ever made.  
 
I am first and foremost a strong believer in public education and the role schools play in the growth of society. I expect my 
students to think logically, care passionately, create beautifully, and work hard.  I will never call them “smart” because success 
does not come from being “smart”.  Success comes from hard work. We are all plenty intelligent. What we do with that intel-
ligence, how hard we work, is the key. Performing at a level 3+ without working hard is weak, empty of honor, and unworthy 
of celebration. Performing at a level 3- when one has done their absolute best and worked their hardest, is rich with honor, 
and deserves great celebration.  Work hard. Do your best on ALL tasks.  
 
Mr. Dante 

FROM YOUR TEACHERS 

ALDER WEST—6TH GRADE 
 
Hello, my name is Debbie Hood. I have been part of the MRA community 
since its inception and have had the pleasure to teach here for the last 7 years. 
My family and I live in the hills and enjoy the quiet country life. I love to read, 
garden, scrapbook, and go camping with family and friends. I am gearing up 
for the new school year and look forward to seeing all of you this year. I at-
tended a fantastic writing seminar this summer and can’t wait to share what I 
learned.  

Mrs. Hood 
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WEST CEDARS—7TH/8TH HUMANITIES AND LANGUAGE ARTS 
Greetings, salutations, and congratulations to the Cedar parents and students on making it to the 2019-20 School Year! 
 
I am beyond excited to “see” you in a few weeks, and hear about how you have made the most of your summer.  Rest as-
sured that Mr. Mikkelson and I have been planning a school year that will be both engaging and challenging.  Of course, 
many learning experiences and school procedures will be different than you are used to, but it is our goal to provide clear and 
consistent communication regarding these “new normals” while guiding your student through meaningful development and 
educational growth. 
 
It has been a busy summer for me personally.  My family and I recently purchased a home in the Woodburn area and moved 
out of Portland.  We are still living out of boxes for a few more weeks and purchasing furniture to fit our new space.  We are 
excited for the big yard with lots of garden potential and I am excited to shorten my commute to work dramatically. 
 
You will be receiving further information from Mr. Mikkelson and myself regarding the beginning of the school year in the 
next week or so.  In the meantime please feel free to direct any emergency questions to the school 
office.  Please plan on attending a virtual parent night presentation during the first week of Septem-
ber as well.  More information about our parent nights can be found in the MRA parent memo. 
 
Thank you as always for the privilege of teaching and working with your young people!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ben Poff 
 

FROM YOUR TEACHERS 

ALDERS EAST 
This will be my third year at Molalla River Academy.  I believe it is my primary responsibility as an 
educator to create a classroom atmosphere that is inclusive and welcoming to all.  In order for stu-
dents to interact and learn from their teacher, as well as from one another, they must first feel safe and 
comfortable.  This is true now, possibly more than ever, as we enter into virtual learning. 
 
We pride ourselves at MRA in fostering and modeling an atmosphere of community and support.  As 
your child returns to “school” in a few weeks, Alder East students will be encouraged to respect, trust, 
appreciate and celebrate one another through a series of community building lessons and activi-
ties.  We all share similarities, however, it is our differences that make life interesting.  I believe that a 
deeper level of learning can thrive once a strong classroom community has been established. 
 
This school year will undoubtedly be like none other.  I would like to take this time to let you know 
that I will do my best to be empathetic and patient with your child.  I ask that you also keep these same two words in mind 
when interacting with the educators at MRA.  Everyone of us cares greatly about the scholastic and emotional growth of our 
students and we are all here for both you and your child during this unusual time.   
 
With that said, I greatly look forward to teaching 5th grade this year and we will still have a lot of fun as a class, be it virtual, 
hybrid or eventually back in the classroom.  Please feel free to email me if you have any further questions or just want to say 
“hello”.   
 
ENJOY THE REST OF YOU SUMMER :) 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Myers 
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FROM YOUR TEACHERS 

EAST CEDARS—7TH/8TH MATH AND SCIENCE 
 
Hello Cedars families! 
 
My name is Christopher Mikkelson (Mr. Mikkelson in the classroom) I am so proud 
and excited to be one of the newest members of the MRA team! When I decided to 
become a teacher, I did it with hopes of teaching as part of a compassionate, interde-
pendent community that values hard work, critical thinking, and open dialogue. I 
never dreamed I would find this kind of school in my first year teaching! 
 
As the new Cedars Science and Math teacher, I am excited to guide your students as 
they make connections between the natural world and their own internal worlds. I 
am a recent graduate of Western Oregon University, but before that I studied phys-
ics at OSU, volunteered on wildlife studies about baby birds and forest bugs, and 
worked closely with wildland firefighting teams throughout the Western USA. 
Through all of this, I have learned that the world is a vast and wonderful place, and 
it's only the beginning of the complex and beautiful universe we inhabit. 
 
While we all look forward to meeting each other in person and working together, I 
am confident that we can maintain the spirit of safe exploration from a distance in 
the coming months. I know that even though many of my students may be unfamiliar with the scientific method, we have all 
been exploring our whole lives, and have already learned a lot about the world. I want to give every student the opportunity 
to engage in structured inquiry, and to connect what they have already learned to the knowledge gained by diverse scientists 
the world over. As we look for ways to express the things we learn about the world, I will be guiding students to find new 
ways of expressing those relationships through math, using a problem-based, teamwork-oriented approach. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting all of my students virtually, and later in person.  Thank you in advance for your warm wel-
come to the MRA community! 

Mr Mikkelson 
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GARDEN AND LIBRARY 
Dear MRA Families, 
 
I hope you had an opportunity this last spring and summer to get out and explore some new places in the 
great outdoors.  My family and I got further acquainted with our backyard gem, the Molalla Corridor.  This 

picture is of Hideaway Falls along the Quarry Trail where we explored for the day.   
 
I also know several of you started new gardens this spring.  It was amazing to see so 
many of your pictures of your new projects.  I look forward to hearing what your garden harvest 
yielded and seeing updated pictures.  With a bit more attention this year, my garden exploded with 
fruits and vegetables, including a giant pumpkin!   Many thanks and appreciation to the families who 
volunteered this summer to keep our Roots garden alive and thriving.  They also worked hard to 
weed and bark chip all the berms and hobbit hill.  If you haven’t gotten a chance to take a walk along 
our walking trail I would highly recommend it!   
 
 As MRA’s garden coordinator and librarian I am excited to bring several different opportunities to 
your families this fall.  I am hoping you and your family would consider helping our garden (no ex-
perience is necessary) with seed saving, harvesting, planting cover crops, and putting the garden to 

bed for the winter beginning the week of September 14th.  If you are interested, please click on the 
following link to our sign up genius.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4dafad2aabf85-fall  I 
am hoping for five families per day in order to get all our garden projects completed.   
 
I will also be running a library book check out/pick up schedule.  Every Tuesday and Thursday your 
child(ren) will have the opportunity to pick up library books they have put on hold through our Alex-
andria e-card catalog.  I will be sending out your child(ren)’s personal library card number with their 
password.  This will give them access to browse our library shelves virtually and place books on hold.  
Please pay close attention to your child’s google classroom where I will be posting library updates.   
 
I am looking forward to seeing you in the garden as well as recommending new book titles for your 
family to read!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs. Quinlan 

FROM YOUR SPECIALS TEACHERS 

COMPUTERS AND TECHNOLOGY—MOUNTAIN MEADOW 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope you are all well and have enjoyed your summer as much as possible in these stressful 
times. My name is Kevin Mahr and I’m the technology teacher and coordinator. I am thankful 
to say that I feel recharged by mine and am ready to get back to work. I went on several back-
packing and camping trips, worked on my house and garden, and spent a week in Montana 
helping my brother build a new house! My time was also spent in online trainings to become more proficient in all the new 
tools we will be using this year, and I am constantly on the hunt for new and exciting ways to use technology to make this 
year as engaging and productive as possible for our students. I am excited for what this year will bring, even with its challeng-
es. Please email me if you have any questions about the technology your student is using this Fall, I’m here to help! 
 
-Mr. Mahr 
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PE AND HEALTH—WILDWOODS 
Hello MRA Families, 
 
I hope that you have had the opportunity to participate in a variety of fun activities this summer! I 
always enjoy hearing about students’ favorite summer activities, which sometimes include hiking, 
walks, bike riding, horseback riding, and swimming with friends and family. 
 
I have spent the summer stand-up paddleboarding (SUPing), wake surfing, boating and camping 
with my husband and family. I love all things water! I’ve also been working on various projects at 
home, and practiced painting silk scarves with my mother, who is a retired art teacher.   
  
I am looking forward to a great year of teaching kindergarten through eighth grade PE classes, and 
health classes for Cedars. This is my third year of teaching at MRA, and my twenty ninth year of 
teaching PE. I am excited to welcome new and returning students and to be a part of such a sup-
portive and kind community of learners. 
  
Participating in PE activities through distance learning at home will look different than in the gym. However, I am deter-
mined to get creative and offer PE lessons that help the students stay active, develop various skills and expand their 
knowledge of the importance of PE while they are at home. My passion is to help students learn to incorporate exercise into 
their daily schedule for life long habits and remind them to take the time to play every day.   
 
See you soon, 
 
Gina Harnish 

FROM YOUR SPECIALS TEACHERS 

MUSIC—GREAT RIVER 
Greetings Families, 
 
Typically, in summer months the wilderness doubles as my classroom:  Some of my best laid lesson plans are formed on the 
trail, beside a river or atop an Oregon Cascade. Needless to say, this year was different. While I still made it to the river, 
stood atop a peak or two and logged a lot of miles on the trail, it was in my yard and garden that I spent the majority of my 
time. At home, like many of you. 
 
Returning families know me well - my eagerness to get back to the classroom, to make music with children, to create and 
perform. You know my belief that music shapes lives and minds, that music is a core subject and that every child deserves a 
music education. And those that know me best have inquired with poised astonishment: How in the world are you going to 
teach music virtually? 
 
Well, distance learning presents obvious challenges for me, my students and their families. And virtual music is simply not a 
substitute for making music together as a community, but it matters. Music still matters.  
 
So, as autumn comes early to the Cascade meadow and the wildflowers go to seed, I turn my attention to a new kind of 
school year. I look for inspiration in my garden, where the growing season is long and I prepare myself for the challenge 
ahead. 
 
The MRA community is resilient, creative and thoughtful.  Our school 
will be different this year but no less imaginative and no less inspired. 
 
All my best, 
Ms. Blythe 



and guides students in exploring their creativity and in inspiring inno-
vation.  It means students are engaged and excited, which results in 
students who are much more apt to enjoy learning throughout their 
lives, becoming lifelong learners and compassionate community 
members.     
 
At MRA we value the fact that we are teaching individuals.  Your chil-
dren come to school, online or in person, with their own ideas, their 
own beliefs, their own opinions, and their own personalities. We 
don’t approach education as one size fits all. Kelly Gallagher puts it 
simply in the book 180 Days, “Teaching is a live performance that 
takes place in an inconsistent world.”  If our goal, our mission, is to teach children how to learn, then we as educators must 
listen and learn from the students we have each year and design instruction that will move those children.  Knowing your 
kids, and teaching with your kids in mind,  opens the door to making sure they are in a safe environment where creativity and  
innovation are encouraged and celebrated.   
  
As we start this school year, all of our teachers will be taking time during the first few weeks to get to know  your children. 
Whether they are reconnecting or getting to know your kids for the first time, we believe that developing those connections, 
learning who your children are as individuals, are vital to their success.  The first few weeks your students will engage with 
each other and their teachers through various meeting formats—large group, small group and one on one. And while they do 
meet together, they will learn how to maneuver their classroom, how to get in and out of small groups, and how to behave 
appropriately through a virtual meeting space.  
 
If at any time you, your children, or your family are struggling, please reach out.  We will also be making phone calls and 
checking with anyone who is not attending classes.  We have staff at MRA who can work with you to make sure your student 
is getting the work they need, and completing that work.   
 
I am looking forward to a successful and productive year with all of you.  I am looking forward to continuing to provide you 
and your students a quality program and a truly quality education.  We are all unique learners, and our desire as educators at 
MRA is to guide our students and each other in nurturing and using the talents of all of our students to think deeply, ques-
tion, and try new things.  
 
As we embark on this new school year, I will do my best to keep you updated with changes that come our way through Ore-
gon Department of Education.   Please make sure to stay connected with your teachers and your student’s classrooms.   
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or feel you are missing something our need assistance please don’t hesitate to give me a 
call or send me an email. 
 
Let’s have a great year together. 
 
Shelley Urben—MRA Executive Director  
503-829-6672 
surben@mra-k8.com 
 
 
 

Nondiscrimination / Americans with Disabilities Statement  
It is the policy of the Molalla River Academy that no discrimination or harassment on the grounds of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, age, marital status, veterans' status, genetic information, or disability shall occur if the employee with or without reasonable accommodation, 
is able to perform the essential functions of the position.  These protections apply to students, employees, and other members of the public.    
Molalla River Academy is committed to equal access and equal opportunity in all activities/services, educational programs, and employment.   

Persons having questions regarding equal opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Title IX Coordinator,  
Shelley Urben at surben@mra-k8.com or 503-829-6672.  

Executive Director Continued from Page 1 
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